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Over 206,000 miles of roads exist in New Mexico, and it is estimated that for every 16 miles, two acres 
of habitat is impacted (NMDGF 2006). Infestation of noxious weed species is reported as the second 
leading cause of threatened and endangered species listings nationally (NMDGF 2006). Improper land 
management practices and fire suppression have had adverse effects on many New Mexico habitats, 
and cumulatively have altered the functioning of terrestrial and aquatic systems such that local and 
regional extirpation of sensitive species is increasingly common (NMDGF 2006). 

Climate change is an emerging threat. Enquist et al. (2008) evaluated climate exposure of New Mexico 
landscapes. One of the major findings was that 93 percent of New Mexico’s watersheds have become 
drier over past 37 years as shown by the increasing annual trends in moisture stress from 1970-2006. 

Barriers to Addressing the Issue: Similar to issues surrounding the Conservation of Working Landscapes, 
there are difficulties with coordinating statewide planning efforts to address accelerated ex-urban 
development around existing towns and cities. Addressing data gaps such as the creation of statewide 
county-level zoning and planning data will help with ability of state to coordinate planning efforts 
surrounding development pressures. There is also a need to develop a coordinated approach for 
collecting wildlife and plant occurrence information that will enable managers to have a more complete 
assessment of the status of biodiversity within the State. 

New Mexico does not currently regulate small-scale development of wind or solar projects. Adoption of 
policies and best management practices for small-scale (< 300MW) projects is needed to ensure proper 
siting of these energy development projects.  
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